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Black Rights and Protests: Different Views (continued)

Malcolm X

1962: We don't think that it is possible for the American white man in
sincerity to take the action necessary to correct the unjust conditions
that 20 million black people here are made to suffer morning, noon, and
night. And because we don’t have any hope or confidence or faith in the
American white man’s ability to bring about a change in the injustices
that exist, instead of asking or seeking to integrate into the American
society we want to face the facts of the problem the way they are, and
separate ourselves. And in separating ourselves this doesn't mean
that we are anti-white or anti-American, or anti-anything. We feel, :
that if integration all these years hasn't solved the problem yet, then
we want to try something new, something different and something that is
in accord with the conditions as they actually exist.

1964: | don't go along with any kind of nonviolence unless everybody’s going to be non-
violent. If they make the Ku Klux Klan nonviolent, I'll be nonviolent. If they make the White
Citizens Council nonviolent, I'll be nonviolent. But as long as you've got somebody else not
being nonviolent, | don't want anybody coming to me talking any nonviolent talk. | don't think
it is fair to tell our people to be nonviolent unless someone is out there making the Klan and the
Citizens Council and these other groups also be nonviolent.

Roy Wilkins, 1966

The only possible dividend of “black power” is embodied in its offer to millions of frustrated
and deprived and persecuted black people of a solace, a tremendous psychological lift, quite
apart from its political and economic implications. Ideologically it dictates “up with black and
down with white” in precisely the same manner that South Africa reverses that slogan. It is a
reverse Mississippi, a reverse Hitler, a reverse Ku Klux Klan. . . .

We seek, therefore, as we have sought these many years, for the inclusion of Negro Ameri-
cans in the nation’s life, not their exclusion. This is our land, as much as it is any American’s—
every square foot of every city and town and village. The task of winning our share is not the
| easy one of disengagement and flight, butthe hard one of work, of short as weltas fong jumps, |
of disappointments and of sweet success.

Directions: Take partin a panel discussion with classmates on the different approaches black leaders
and black people in general took toward achieving equal rights and equal treatment during the
1960s. Why did different people adopt different approaches? How effective were the various
approaches? What approaches are African Americans taking today in the continuing work for an
equal place in American society?
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Different African-American leaders had different ideas about what changes blacks should strive
for in American society, and what methods they should use. Here are some of their words.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1963

You may well ask, “Why direct action? Why sit-ins, marches, etc.? Isn't
negotiation a better path?” You are quite right in calling for negotia-
tion. Indeed, this is the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent
direct action seeks to foster such a tension that a community which
has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It
seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored.

... | am further convinced that if our white brothers dismiss as
“rabble-rousers” and "outside agitators” those of us who employ
nonviolent direct action and if they refuse to support our nonviolent
efforts, millions of Negroes will, out of frustration and despair, seek
solace and security in black nationalist ideologies—a development that
would inevitably lead to a frightening racial nightmare.

Stokely Carmichael, 1966

Politically, black power means . . . the coming-together of black people to elect representa-
tives and to force those representatives to speak to their needs. . . .

As for initiating the use of violence, we hope that such programs as ours will make that
unnecessary; but it is not for us to tell black communities whether they can or cannot use any
particular form of action to resolve their problems. Responsibility for the use of violence by
black men, whether in self-defense or initiated by them, lies with the white community.

James Farmer, 1962

What are our objectives; segregation, separation? Absolutely not! The disease and the evils
that we have pointed to in our American culture have grown out of segregation and its partner,
prejudice. We are for integration, which is the repudiation of the evil of segregation. . . . We are

————working for the right of Negroes to-enter altfields of activity in Americanfife: To-enter business —|—

if they choose, to enter the professions, to enter the sciences, to enter the arts, to enter the
academic world. To be workers, to be laborers if they choose. Our objective is to have each
individual accepted on the basis of his individual merit and not on the basis of his color. On the
basis of what he is worth himself.

(continued)
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