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As Adolf Hltler de\ioured Europe,
Americans hovered 'over their
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j:o==%  On December 7, 1941, Americans were

B blasted headlong into World War [l when Japan
et 10 . y

st Jaunched a devastating attack on the U5 naval

ftad, 3

g Murch", 1939/ Aﬁeg H.fle; 5w Dase at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. But for more than
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rolls into Czechoslovakia, the - EM three vyears before the surprise attack., war «
L L TR LT LA LAY ... < clouds had already been in the air. And they

L Ve

“ condemns] the temporary s~ came from Europe, not Asia.
LTS DT R RN T -+ After Adolf Hitler's bloodless takeover of Aus-

of a free and independent . tria in March 1938, Americans had walched his

. B et b ]
P:orlle‘}"’“h “;"ls‘om “‘: people T;;;i; German troops march into Czechoslovakia, Po-
- of the United States have

o land, Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland, France,
maintained specially close and
friendly reluimns.

¢oand ¥

¢ and finally, the Soviet Union. At some level, lite :
in the United States went on as usual—beople
danced to the sounds of big-band swing and
stood on unermployment lines, as they had

: : throughout the 1930s. Alter all. the fighting was
- .Iune 1939/ A commitiee of 3 still 5.000 miles away.

"+ businessmen calls for o Keep

‘ ‘meﬂ.‘ﬂ ouf Df Fnreiyﬂ Wars TO HGHT OR NOT 10 HGHT

- Week: "Business does not wani - o e e EE
o But news reports of tank battles and air raids
. 'war. No conceivable prohis <an

. " he worth the anxiefies in every . and refugee§ touched readers 'm_ America. Mzmy Cilizm".:& or their parents hadpn]y

" home, the loss of lives, the toss »recently emigrated from one of the occupied countries in Europe. In addition, -

" of liberties, and the lossof = - . Hitler's onslaught made it appear as though America would soen be the on]y
opportunities that aoll Americans . [JCERRSISIUE} of democracy in a world ruled by fascism.

-~ would shnre if our counlry were =,  The upheaval in Burope began to fuel a greal debate at home. Officials and opinion

ut wur L R teaders argued night and day about how to respond to events overseas, and they spoke

' ’ out to try to get the pubhic on their side. Isolationists like the pilot Charles Lindbergh

o e felt the LIS, should build up its own defenses and steer clear of entanglements in

ez Furope. [nterventionists. on the other hand. insisted that if the U5, did not aid the
. Allies with guns or even froops, all hope for democracy would be lost.
lamhasts the invasion of Pofand sk
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= o= nto the latter camp fell President Franklin D, Roosevelt. Although nght up to
- in a radio fireside chat: “When were Pearl Harbor, FDR promised to avoid sending troops. he consistently pushed for
peate has been broken . ™% increased aid to the Allics. And in his public specches. he never stopped trving to
‘unywhere, peace of all couniries ﬁ convince Americans that events in Europe were not as far from their door as it
eve.rywhere is in '_!‘"‘99" This :dyiu seemed. As iU lurned out. Japan and not Germany broughl the war crashing in on
- nation “l:“s' remain a 'Le‘.':lml : -—: Americans, But by the time of Pearl Harbor, news from Europe and the commentary

' :::&"hm‘gﬂl‘::'::::u?; niu::ui B -~ of FDR and others had already prepareq many f\m(*ri.cans to join Ihel figf\n.
in thought as well.” : What foliows are newspaper, magazine, and radio reports of Hitler's advance
: ; through Europe between March 1939 and September 1940, They are accompanied by
the words of public figures who tried to tell Amenicans how to respond to the news.
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March 1939, Europe took a
big step ltoward war when Ger-
man dictator Adolf Hitler forced

Czechoslovakia, to sign his
country away. With a large Ger-

an inferior army, Czechoslova-
kia offered little resistance. On
March 27, 1939, Time magazine
described the arvival of Hitler
and his soldiers in Prague, the
Czech capital.
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From the East, a bitter wind bear-
ing snowflakes bigger than bullets
swept cover the land of the Czechs
and Slovaks last week. From the
West came Hitler,

Wednesday. March 13,
& ar tAttention! Attention?” blared
, Czech radios everv five minutes all
dav. “German Army infantry and air-
craft are beginning occupation of -
the republic. The slightest resis-
tance will bring utter brutality.”

From dawn undil dusk, 200000
tank troops and motorized infantry
poured across the border. Mean-
while in Prague. Germans began ar-
rogant demonstrations. Storm troop-
ers posted themselves outside
German schools, Squads of German
students jostled their wav through
the bewildered crowds shouting
“Hed Hitler! Sieg Heil!”

%15 am. Repeatedly warned that
resistance would be fatal, dazed by
surprise, crowds grected the first ar-
mored cars in Prague's streets in
dumb despair. Later in the day they
grew defiant. Whistles and jeers
greeted each new squadron. Groups
sang the Czech anthem and wept
openiv. Some shouted “Pfu! Piui!
Go back home!” Bul the only physi-

PRAGUE |

mel was a vollev of snowballs.
Down in Prasue’s Jewish  district
there was terror. Two lovers shot
themselves, a couple jumped rom
their apartiment window. By week's
end, suicides had mounted to 100,
The soldiers closed all banks, took
over hotels, invaded barracks to dis-
arm one of the best-equipped armies
in Europe, and began to arrest politi-
cal prisoners from a list of over 2,000,
Residents were ordered to fly swasti-
ka flags. which had been systemati-
cally distributed a few days before.

Emil Hacha, the president of

man-speaking population and -
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May 26, 1940/ After the
German Army's invasion of
Western Europe, FDR appeals to
American citizens for help:
“Tonight over the once-peaceful -
rouds of Belgivm and France
millions ore now moving,
running. from their homes 1o
escape hombs and shells and
fire and machine-gunning.

“Please—i heg you—please -
give according to your means 1o
your nearest Red Cross chapter.
I ask this in the name of our
commion humanity.”

. “June 10, 1940/ The Committee .

- to Defend America by Aiding
the Allies places this ad in New. -
York Times: “We now know - -~
that every step the French and
British fall back brings war~
closer to US—our country, our
institutions; our homes, -our’
hopes for peace.-

“Send a posteard, o letter, or -
a telegram, ot once—to the
President of the United States,
to your Senators and your
_ Congressmen—urging that the

. real defense of our country .
"begin HOW-—with a
Allies in Europe.”

- June 10, 1940/ ¥DR p
- aid to ol countries under attack
by Germany and ltaly: “Some
still hold to the delusion that.
we can safely permit the United -
States to become a lone island

. in ¢ world dominated by force.

* Such an island may be the - -
dream of isolationists, -

_ "Such on island represents to
me cnd to the majority of -
Americans foday a helpless
nightmare—the nightmare of o .

- people fodged in prison, .
handcutfed, hungry, and fed
through the bars by the
unpitying masters of other
corifinents. it is natural that we
should ask ourselves how now
we ¢an prevent the building of
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